MUSC 497 (1 to 4 credits)
Undergraduate Research

Department of Music 

Description:
This course is designed to encourage students to pursue independently an important area of original research in performance, music theory, composition, or music history.  The purpose of this course is to allow a student to study an aspect of music in more depth than is possible in the traditional classroom setting.  Each student works on a project under the direction of a faculty member.  Students are required to do a formal presentation (to be determined by the instructor) of the research and to submit a final document along with an oral presentation at the end of the research semester.  The final documentation may be in the form of a written research paper, composition, analysis, or performance of the work being researched.  A copy of the final project will be kept on file in the Department Office.  This course may be repeated for a maximum of 8 credits.

Objectives:
As part of a larger process to enrich undergraduate teaching and learning, 



undergraduate research provides students with the opportunity to experience 


firsthand the processes of scholarly and creative activity that characterizes

 

academic life.  Such scholarly activity fosters appreciation of the role

research plays in complementing other aspects of undergraduate education; 


to encourage the pursuit of advanced study and academic careers; to communicate 

and celebrate the results of such student-mentor collaborations; to foster a

multidisciplinary and multicultural community of researchers; and to link scholars 

and artists by a common enthusiasm for learning.  The course may be repeated 


under a different topic.

Prerequisite:
Permission of a faculty to serve a mentor prior to November 1 for Spring semester 

research and April 1 for Fall semester research.  A complete Undergraduate 


Research Application must be on file prior to registration for this course.*

* To ensure that the goals and expectations of the project are clear to all concerned, before registering for the course, the student must have completed and have on file in the Department Office the Undergraduate Research Application Form.  The project committee, consisting of project director and two other faculty, decides on the number of credits hours to be awarded (1-4), sets the standards for a grade procedure, and evaluates the project.

The project director assists the student to design a research plan, meets with the student regularly throughout the semester to offer guidance and direction, and informs the other committee members on the status of the project.

The following is a schedule for a typical project:

	Activity
	Week

	Midterm Progress Report
	6th

	Meeting with Project Advisor
	7th

	Draft of final Project/Report
	12th

	Meeting with Project Advisor
	13th

	Oral Presentation
	13th

	Final Report(Typed)
	14th


The oral presentation should be a summary of the research.  The final documentation/presentation should include discussion of the original proposal and any modifications made to the original proposal, a discussion of the results of the project, and a conclusion.  The presentation should be between 15 to 30 minutes in length.  Upon completion of the project, the governing faculty member awards the final grade.

Evaluation of Project
The grading procedure for evaluation of the research project will be determined prior to registration for the course. A governing set of standards will be determined by the undergraduate researcher, and the project advisor.

Writing Across the Curriculum
In areas of research in musicology and analysis, a final project paper will satisfy WAC guidelines.  For performance endeavors, composition, recording projects, etc. WAC guidelines may be satisfied through a brief written description of the project, the student’s perspective of progress, and observed results.  This documentation should accompany the presentation for the fore-mentioned performance endeavors. 
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